Receptive language (e.g., reading) is largely preserved in the aging brain, and semantic processes in particular may continue to develop throughout the lifespan. We investigated the neural underpinnings of phonological and semantic retrieval in older and younger adults during receptive language tasks (rhyme and semantic similarity judgments). In particular, we were interested in the role of competition on language retrieval and varied the similarities between a cue, target, and distractor that were hypothesized to affect the mental process of competition. Behaviorally, all participants responded faster and more accurately during the rhyme task compared to the semantic task. Moreover, older adults demonstrated higher response accuracy than younger adults during the semantic task. Although there were no overall age-related differences in the neuroimaging results, an Age×Task interaction was found in left inferior frontal gyrus (IFG), with older adults producing greater activation than younger adults during the semantic condition. These results suggest that at lower levels of task difficulty, older and younger adults engaged similar neural networks that benefited behavioral performance. As task difficulty increased during the semantic task, older adults relied more heavily on largely left hemisphere language regions, as well as regions involved in perception and internal monitoring. Our results are consistent with the stability of language comprehension across the adult lifespan and illustrate how the preservation of semantic representations with aging may influence performance under conditions of increased task difficulty.
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Introduction
Normal aging is characterized by significant declines in gray matter volume and white matter integrity across the brain, with the prefrontal cortex among the most vulnerable regions (Barrick et al., 2010; Good et al., 2001; Raz, 2005; Resnick et al., 2003; Salat et al., 2005; Sowell et al., 2003) . Some cognitive functions also show age-related decline, such as memory, perception and executive control (e.g., Craik and Bialystok, 2006; Park et al., 2002) , while other cognitive functions such as language comprehension are relatively spared (Burke and Shafto, 2008) . The relation between age-related neural and cognitive decline, however, is complex and requires further investigation. With respect to language, some processes, such as basic syntactic parsing and language comprehension appear to be well preserved despite neural atrophy because of functional reorganization of the neural language system (Shafto and Tyler, 2014; Tyler et al., 2010; Wingfield and Grossman, 2006) . Moreover, core language processes interact with attentional control systems that may be affected by aging (e.g., Braver and West, 2008; Kramer and Madden, 2008) , and as core language processes increase in complexity this may further increase demands on attentional control. For example, studies of comprehension of sentences of varying syntactic complexity found consistent left-hemisphere lateralization for older and younger adults, especially when task demands were minimized (Davis et al., 2014) . However, when task-demands increased, age-related increases in functional activation in task-control regions were observed, suggesting that such age-related increases in activation that are commonly seen in many studies may be in response to task-demands as opposed to natural language comprehension (Davis et al., 2014) . We investigate here the neural basis of semantic and phonological processes in young and older adults during language comprehension and how it is affected by variation in task demands for attentional processes.
Cognitive models postulate that word recognition involves activa-
